NOTESON EARLY DUNHILLS
© John C Loring

The Earliest Dunhill?

The Dunhill retail history dates to early 19" century London where Alfred's great grandfather was a
cloth and dry goods dealer, the family living above the shop. The next generation saw Alfred’s
grandfather make his mark as a coal merchant and sack maker, his family still living above the shop.
But during the second half of the 19™ century Henry, Alfred’s father, was able to move his family into
a free standing house and by 1885 had expanded the sack making business to canvas, tarpaulin, spring
shop blinds, ropes, mats, harness and horse clothing of every description at 125-127 Euston Road.
Fifteen year old Alfred joined his father there as an apprentice in 1887. Comparing son to father,
clearly Alfred shared Henry’s drive to expand the family business, but it was Alfred who sought to
serve the upper rather then the working classes, opening up DUNHILL MOTORITIES to cater to
wealthy automotive enthusiasts in 1893.

One never knows what one will find on eBay, but since | had never even heard of a surviving Dunhill
product dating to before Alfred’s proprietorship | caught my breadth when my weekly eBay search
came upon a battered metal trout fly case bearing the stamp of HENRY DUNHILL at the 125-127
Euston Road address. This unassuming piece most likely dates to the late 1880’ s perhaps reflecting
apprentice Alfred’ s initials efforts to direct the family business toward the upper classes. In any event
it certainly is one of the earliest surviving Dunhill products.
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Early Dating Refinement

Since 1918 Dunhill has stamped its smooth finished pipes with a date code (non numeric through 1921
and numeric from 1922 forward) that allows us to determine the year of production. But for the initial
years of production, 1910 — 1917, when Dunhill wasn’'t concerned with being able to determine when a
pipe was produced, save for what can be deduced from various patent stampings, dating with any
specificity has been beyond our grasp. Recently, however, fellow collector, Kevin Chapman, turned
his attention to the bits of those early pipes and what he found now allows us to date those early pre-
date code pipes with a bit more specificity.

What Kevin spotted was that while the undersides of most early Dunhill pipe bits are either unstamped
or stamped “REG. N2 [over] 654638”, some are stamped “PROV. PRO [over] 2983/16”. The “/16”
dates Dunhill’s application for what became the Registration Number bit stampings to 1916 and from
that we can deduce that the Registration was granted circa 1917. (Dunhill bits had a Registration
Number stamping through circa 1933.)



Further, armed with this new information together with pipes in hand, we can now date the end of the
use of the original small White Dot on bits aso to circa1917.
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Putting this all together with what we had already known, we can now date Dunhill pipes by year back
to at least 1916, as set forth in the following chart for pipes stamped DUNHILL [over] DUKE S
SW.]:

e No"INNER TUBE" or patent stamp & no bit stamp [no such pipe has yet been seen] -- 1910 - 1912

e 1912 patent stamp, small white dot & no underside bit stamp” -- 1912 - 1916

e 1914 patent stamp, small white dot & no underside bit stamp -- 1914 - 1916

e 1915 patent stamp, small white dot & no underside bit stamp” — 1915 — 1916

[PROVISONAL PROTECTION BIT STAMP INTRODUCED SOMETIME IN 1916 & REPLACED BY
REGISTRATIONNUMBER BIT STAMP SOMETIME IN 1917]

e any patent stamp, small white dot & PROV.PRO underside bit stamp -- 1916 - 1917

e any patent stamp, small white dot & REG.N® underside bit stamp -- 1917

[MEDIUM WHITE DOT REPLACES SMALL WHITE DOT SOMETIME IN 1917]
e any patent stamp, medium white dot & PROV.PRO underside bit stamp -- 1917

e patent stamp, medium white dot & REG.N® underside bit stamp -- 1917 - 1918 (through October) (also for
standard "A" ‘Duke S" pipes, an "Ao" stamp indicates June - October 1918)

"When using this chart it is important to remember that underside bit stamps are easily buffed off and
bits may be replaced.



It would also appear that two other early nomenclature variations have no dating significance. First, on
some pipes the INNER TUBE stamp is found without surrounding quotes and on others with such
guotes - “INNER TUBE”. It would appear however, that thisis simply a question of the patent stamp
used, specifically “INNER TUBE” for pipes stamped with the 1912 patent and INNER TUBE for
pipes stamped with the 1914 or 1915 patent. Second, it would appear that the alignment of DUNHILL
[over] ] DUKE S' S.W. israndom.

TheOldest LB?

In the Winter-Spring 2005 Ephemeris | wrote about the Dunhill LB (“Dunhill Large Billiard
Variations” at pp. 37-39) and specifically about the 1920's Shell ‘thin shank/straight bowl walls
variation to the standard *thick shank / applish bowl’ LB. A subsequent acquisition however, leads me
to view matters a bit differently.

Itisa2” tal, 5% long 1917 Dunhill Bruyere billiard stamped HW DUNHILL [over] DUKE S
S\W. on one side and “INNER TUBE” [over] PAT. N2 5681/12 8 on the other. Thisis a
remarkably large pipe for the “Duke Street” period, interms of bow! height and lengthitisan LB and
like smooth finished LBs of the 1920s it is stamped “H.W” (‘handworked’) and with an “8” inner tube
size. It is not stamped “LB” but then that shape designation was probably not introduced until
1918/1919, so it is probably best viewed as a prototype.

But most interesting in that regard is that this 1917 ‘prototype’ has straight sided bowl walls and
medium rather then thick shank, that is to say it is more properly a prototype of the 1920s Shell LB
variation rather then of the ‘standard’ applish bowl / thick shank LB. All of which leads me to suggest
that perhaps the thin shank/straight bowl wall LB must be viewed as the original shape and that the
applish bowl/thick shank LB must be viewed as the variation which quickly became the norm first for
smooth finishes and by the 1930’ s for al finishes.



EARLY LBs

1917 HW 8

1920 HW LBS

1921 HW LBS
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The Oldest Modern ODA?

The ODA 832 is essentialy an LB with an extended shank and a stub saddle bit. It was one of the
first, or as it now appears, the first modern, post WWII, standard shape ODA. In that early post war
period, in distinct contrast to before the war, briar was ‘dear’ and in those circumstances the 832 had
aparticular virtue. If acostly briar block allowed for an extended shank it could be finished as an 832
to be sold at the premium ODA price, but if an extended shank was not possible then the pipe could
still befinished asan LB.

Until the new century it was uniformly believed that the first modern standard shape ODAs were
introduced in 1950 when the *800" shape number series was inaugurated. Then around 2001 a couple
832 shapes from 1949 were found stamped only ODA (since the ‘800" shape number series had not yet
been established) so the year of introduction was moved back ayear.

Visualy, at least to my eyes, the 832 appears to be an ungainly pipe but in actual use, at least for me,
it isa most comfortable smoke, easily held in the mouth - my *if you were stranded on a desert island
and allowed to take but one pipe’ pipe. It isalso avery rare shape, so when a Shell 832 appearing to
date to the mid 1950s came up on eBay with a serious bowl crack | went after it, figuring that | could
repair the crack (an easy and unobtrusive repair for Shells) and have a ‘smoker’ that |1 could enjoy
without fear of a major economic loss if | inadvertently dropped it. Imagine then my surprise when
upon receiving my eBay ‘smoker’ | discovered that in fact it dates to 1948, making it unquestionably
the earliest known modern standard shape ODA.






